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President’s Message 
 

   My iris are finally starting to grow again after January's 
freezes (except for the gopher-eaten ones). I hope they 
revive 

 
   The countdown to our show continues. Last month we 
had some excellent arrangement information and this 
month we'll hear from a panel of experienced flower-
exhibitors. Learn how 

them, and what those judges 
are looking for. Meanwhile, nurture them to the best of 
your ability.  
              - Kevin Kartchner 
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Upcoming Events 

Next meeting:  

        Birthday Wishes to: 

Kristee West     Martin Juarez    Sharm Gregoire 
Joyce Knill       Sandy Ellis     Kathy Smith 
Cindy Long       Jim Ganem     Linda Ammon 

‘Sneezy’ (Rebloomer) 
 

(Keppel, 1995) 
 

Prescott, Arizona 
 

Photo by Sue Clark, 2024 
 

“The brown buds thicken on the 
trees, Unbound, the free streams sing, As 
March leads forth across the leas The wild 
and windy spring.”  – Elizabeth Akers Allen 

An Affiliate of the American Iris Society Tucson Area Iris Society - established 1965 Our 60th year 

March 8 meeting: Panel discussion of tips for presenting at the Iris 
Show.  Link to the show schedule with all the rules and guidelines 

TAIS Iris Show: April 19 in combination with the Rose Society Show, 
Trinity Presbyterian Church. Set-up 6-9:30 AM. Open to the Public    
1-4 PM. Show something and make us proud! 

Iris ensata 

Newsletter 
 

 

https://tucsoniris.org/membership/
https://tucsoniris.org/events/2025%20Tucson%20Iris%20Show%20Schedule.pdf
https://www.region15ais.org/upcoming_treks/


8 Feb 2025 - Twenty-six 
members and guests met at 
Eckstrom-Columbus Library 
for a presentation on floral 
arranging by Cindy 
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‘Fried Green Tomatoes’ iris 
(Stout, 2019) blooming in 
early February 2025 in TAIS 
member Dan Schroeder’s 
garden in Green Valley.   
Photo by Dan 

    

  

We’re on the web: 

Tucsoniris.org 

June 2-7                

AIS Convention in 
Billings, Montana    

 We Irises 

http://www.Tucsoniris.org
https://bigskyirisclub.com/2025-ais/
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BEGINNING BANK BALANCE 
 
    1 FEB 2025           12,930.33 
       FEB INC                 462.05 
                                  13,392.38 
 
     FEB EXP               1,735.19 
      28 FEB     BAL  11,657.19 

 

Treasurer’s Report for February - submitted by Jim Wilcoxon 

 8 Beneficial Insects You Want to See in Your Garden
Types of Arizona Spiders (With Pictures);  

From top left: Grand Canyon 
Black tarantula female and 
male, Arizona Blond Tarantula 
female and male (Source 3) 

 

 

https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/garden-bugs/beneficial-insects/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarantula
https://leafyplace.com/arizona-spiders/
https://budgetbrotherstermite.com/what-do-tarantulas-eat/#:~:text=In%20their%20natural%20habitats%2C%20tarantulas%20primarily%20feed%20on%3A,and%20may%20prey%20on%20smaller%20spiders%20or%20scorpions.
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My Notes from Cindy Grimm’s Floral-
Arranging Presentation 

 
   Cindy has flowers deeply imbedded in her DNA. 
Her great-great-grandmother traveled to the 
Willamette Vally of Oregon in a covered wagon, 
bringing various seeds, bulbs, and rhizomes with 
her. Cindy’s great-grandmother sold irises      
commercially, and her grandmother sold dahlias 
commercially. Cindy’s parents had a nursery and 
florist business, and Cindy herself worked as a   
florist for over 40 years. She brought a silk flower 
arrangement with her and created two with fresh 
flowers in front of us. (See them on p. 3). 
 

Her tips: 
 

• Use Oasis wet foam. It can absorb 10 times its 
volume in water and needs to be soaked in 
water at least overnight. Add more water as 
necessary to keep it submerged 

• Make a fresh cut at the base of the stem of 
each flower and piece of greenery  

• Use a floral knife or sharp clippers rather than 
scissors to make clean, sharp cuts and to avoid 
crushing the base of the stems. This allows the 
stems to continue to absorb water, thus     
keeping the flowers fresh longer 

• Cut Oasis about an inch above the top edge of 
vase. Secure it with floral tape if need be 

• Be sure that none of your mechanics show: 
foam, tape, flower frogs, etc. Hide them with 
moss or other greenery 

• Clean off all leaves that will be below the water 
level because they will rot, and cut all leaves 
off mums because they don’t age well 

• For a traditional mass arrangement (Class 3 in 
the Show), she used a spherical vase filled with 

as a “Roundy Moundy,” and said that if     
someone can do this type well, then they can 
do any kind of arrangement. Her sequence: 
three pussy willow stems in the top of the 
foam (about 2X the height of the container), 
one Dutch iris on top and two in front facing 
out, six stems of silver-dollar eucalyptus to fill 
in, spider mums to fill in more (numerous    
singles 

ditto with red carnations, and she 
finished with pink statice 

• Adding flowers before adding the 
greens is more economical 

• Consider line, color, balance, focal point, 
rhythm, weight 

• Balance materials and colors. This      
creates rhythm around the focal point 
because it keeps the eyes moving 

• Add texture and color when possible. 
This might include pebbles in a “Long 
and Low”-style arrangement 

• Be sure to use flowers and greens that 
are in top condition 

• Critique your own work 
• You don’t have to use odd numbers of 

materials. Many of the old rules have 
changed 

• Cindy did a second arrangement in a 
tall, narrow vase. She started out by 
placing five pussy willow stems and  
several stems of silver-dollar eucalyptus 
into the vase as a support structure for 
the flowers. Then she added more pussy 
willows, purple and pink statice, some 
long-stemmed roses, spider mums, 
Dutch irises, button mums, and flowers 
from a colorful mixed bouquet 

• Statice can be spray painted 
• Herbs such as rosemary and sage can 

be used as greenery and are fragrant 
• Pittosporum works well as a green. 

There is also a variegated type 
• Use silicone strippers for rose thorns so 

as not to damage the stems 

• Add water to arrangement daily to keep 
the Oasis foam wet 

• Dump the water and wash the vase 
every three days. Give the stems a fresh 
cut on the bottom. Add clean water,  
FloraLife, and a few drops of bleach 

• If flower is a bit wilted, trim off base of 
stem and lay the stem horizontally in 
lukewarm water to revive the flower 

• Gerbera daisy stems can be supported 
in special clear tubes or by running a 
piece of floral wire up the stem, being 
careful not to run it through the flower 

• Curly willow is a good choice if pussy 
willow is unavailable - SC 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B000MLY1Y8?ref=nb_sb_ss_w_as-reorder_k2_1_7&amp=&crid=ZJ4UR0VIXD60&amp=&sprefix=victori
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Tips from Diane Pavlovich for Anyone   
Planning to Enter Artistic Arrangements in 

the Show: Supplies - Where & How to’s 
  
Oasis floral foam is available at Michael’s Craft 
stores and at Hobby Lobby. There is a “wet” 
version and a “dry” version. Be sure to buy the 

is “wet”. It will state it on the packaging. 

 
  

added to the Oasis that you buy at craft 
stores (maybe it is for florists). So I feel that 
you need to mix a floral preservative into the 
water you are soaking the Oasis in. 
  

In my experience, the best thing to do is to 
cut the brick to the approximate size you 
need before you soak it. I do this because 

and become unusable within 24 hours. I have 
found it necessary to weigh it down when 
you start to soak it. After an hour or so, take a 
paring knife and poke 

before I go to bed and it’s 
ready to use when I get up. 
 

It would be best to buy Oasis sooner rather 
than closer to the Show so that you can be 
sure that it’s in stock before the big rush. 
  

in a 5-lb pail here from the FloraLife website. 
The current cost is $16.10 plus postage. You do 
not need much if you are just making an     
arrangement for the show, so it might be 

who will dole out small containers to others 
who want to try it out. Or people can go       
together to purchase it. In a lidded container, 
it can last a long time, as you only need about 
a teaspoon per ½ gallon of water. Mix well. 
 

There are all kinds of concoctions that 
claim to make flowers last a long time, 

the flowers with nutrients and thus 
keeps them alive and fresh if properly 
stored. I have been able to keep roses 
useful for as long as two weeks with      
FloraLife, water, and refrigeration. Tall 
bearded iris flowers, however, will not 
last longer than two days. That’s just 
the nature of that bloom. Dutch irises 
tend to last a bit longer. You basically 
want to cut your iris flowers the night 
before the show, put them in a vase 
with FloraLife and leave them in a cool 
room (not in the refrigerator). In the 
morning or at the show, make your 
fresh arrangement. The irises should 
make it through the show and into the 
next day looking pretty fresh. 
  

Michaels and Hobby Lobby have floral 
tape and various sizes of floral wire. 
Both stores carry several types of vases 
and containers if you do not 

 is to not 
use a family heirloom or a vase that 

display, save that type of arrangement 
for home. I’ve seen arrangements fall 
over or be dropped in transit. Vases get 
broken and there have been thefts  
during the dismantling of shows. So 
best to leave the good stuff at home. 
  

Hopefully that will help those who are 
 

 
A little more from the editor: 
 
The 5-lb bucket of FloraLife is $33.64 on 
Amazon, but they sell a liquid version of 
FloraLife for $14.99. Amazon also offers 
many types of kenzans (spiked          
flower-holders) and Ikebana vases and 
kits. Please consider creating an               
arrangement for our Show! - SC 

https://shop.floralife.com/collections/feed/products/floralife%C2%AE-flower-food-300
https://www.amazon.com/Floralife-82-82041-FloraLife%C2%AE-Flower-Food/dp/B09P46YD11/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=2AGR5VRGQZ2TV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.jFu01rXBfupOB5xKjtf-BpWNR7YC5NXyGFTwlfs4jrwPi9L6PJTwTTesscBpoubl0apG9-AbzesuiCipTO965t27IS4wHmjpLfwNq8FeyQWAvbm5frlikpHo
https://www.amazon.com/Floralife-82-82041-FloraLife%C2%AE-Flower-Food/dp/B09P46YD11/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=2AGR5VRGQZ2TV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.jFu01rXBfupOB5xKjtf-BpWNR7YC5NXyGFTwlfs4jrwPi9L6PJTwTTesscBpoubl0apG9-AbzesuiCipTO965t27IS4wHmjpLfwNq8FeyQWAvbm5frlikpHo
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=kenzan+ring+floral&crid=1T3NGD4PQUIM9&sprefix=kenzan+ring+floral%2Caps%2C239&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=moribana+vase&crid=1BRFEWJO0WPZD&sprefix=moribana%2Caps%2C287&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_8
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=moribana+vase&crid=1BRFEWJO0WPZD&sprefix=moribana%2Caps%2C287&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_8


Iris Limerick 
 

 

I wish for an iris so green - 
The greenest that I’ve ever seen. 
   It’d be so lovely 
   And quite a discovery 
To grow a flower so green.  
               - Sue Clark 
 

 

Did You Know? 

Kevin Kartchner - President  

David Sliffe - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Cindy Long, Linda Briggs, Kathleen Marron, 
and Evelyn Jacobs - Hospitality 

Bonnie Else and Susan Schaefer - Door Prizes 

Taffy Holvenstot - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

If you would like to have a TAIS image on a 
shirt to wear at our events, such as the 
Show or Sale, you may take any type of 
shirt and have irises and “Tucson Area Iris 
Society” embroidered on it. Martin set this 
up for us some years ago. He mentioned 
that the woman who does the embroidery 
has relocated and is now at RC Stitch & 
Sew, 1620 S. Craycroft Rd. (south of 22nd St.) 
(520) 647-9427. Just take your shirt in! 

Tip Exchange                        

 

   Japan’s borders had been closed to outsiders for 200+ years until 

forced the opening of the country to western trade. Portuguese 
and Spanish missionaries attempting to change the culture of the 
country were what had prompted the shogun to isolate Japan in 
1639. Once it was opened, 

Two that were important as far 
as Japanese irises were concerned were Englebert Kaempfer and 
Carl Thunberg. It 

Philipp Franz von 
Englebert 

name is the official name, but in this case it took a long time to 
sort out. It wasn’t until 1985 that the name I. ensata was 

 

agent in Japan in 1862. During his eight years there, he 
studied the native plants and sent many to his family’s nursery in 
New York. Japanese irises were likely among these exports. No 
Hogg catalog has been discovered, but a 1879 catalog from the 
Woolson and Company nursery of Passaic, New Jersey states, “We 
offer seedlings from the best European stocks, and also named 
varieties from the stock originally introduced from Japan by Mr. 
Thomas Hogg.” Hallock & Thorpe of Queens, Long Island was    
importing Japanese irises by 1885. In 1920, this nursery was        
expanded to 

irises, including new varieties bred by Childs. 
(See illustration above). The Yokohama Nursery Company began 
exporting Japanese irises to nurseries in the United States. In 1893, 
they set up the first 

Japanese irises in this country, and five 
 

 

Sources: “Japanese Iris Come to America,” by Kathleen Sonntag in AIS 100 Years Bold, Supplement 
2 of 5 to IRISES: the Bulletin of AIS, 2020; The Japanese Iris, C. McEwen, 1990 
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What to do in the Iris 
Garden during March: 

 

Maintenance: Keep iris plants hydrated during this 

interval of rapid growth. Monitor with moisture 

meter. Check for aphids and other pests. They 

can be dislodged with a burst of water. Remove 

weeds and any debris. Replace faded labels, as 

names are required when showing irises. 
  

Organic care: Dose with greensand and bone 

meal (1 T each) for the spring. Do NOT put bone 

meal on Japanese irises! Feed with fish emulsion 

every other week and feather meal monthly.  

Apply humic acid as desired.                                   
 

Non-organic care: Apply weekly or every other 

week: Scott’s Super Bloom (12-55-6), Miracle-

Gro Bloom Booster  (10-52-10), Schultz Bloom 

Plus 10-54-10), or Ferti-lome 

 

"March in the garden - my hostess shows me 
brown sticks and speaks of flowers." - Sister Benedicta 

You can buy or swap seeds online through 
The Exchange by Seed Savers Exchange.    

Gardeners from around the country list seeds that they have 
grown in their own gardens. Many of these 14,000 varieties are 
heirloom types. The print version of the Seed Savers Exchange has 
over 600 kinds of seeds. They check the germination rate so that 
you can be sure that these seeds will grow. Source: A Way to    
Garden e-newsletter by Margaret Roach,  9 Feb 2025 
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Kevin Kartchner - President  

Cindy Long - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Pat Olsen & Sally Vega - Programs & Places 

Diane Pavlovich - Publicity 

Cindy Long, Linda Briggs, Kathleen Marron, 
and Evelyn Jacobs - Hospitality 

Bonnie Else & Susan Schaefer - Door Prizes 

Taffy Holvenstot - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

Sue Clark -  Newsletter  

Iris ensata 

https://rcembroiderytucson.com/
https://rcembroiderytucson.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Down-Earth-All-Natural-Greenstone/dp/B0CTD6482J/ref=sr_1_7?crid=8W07TDJEE86D&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ibpDYVTMarJOxVUCiLx8ziXFg_APHQhNq8xmi2zjM5bAQJJ7mqj79C2r4zC3NAOSvFH5KPV_9v6yEMDlKjP8wzih0FdUsDN8aHc9-xy79p-DD3l1gSacSDvR4jNuKDNBe71r-H7A1-K
https://www.amazon.com/Down-Earth-723667-Organic-Fertilizer/dp/B07NWCT1BQ/ref=sr_1_7?crid=W3SNROBKGJRL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BSRiFeb7sAN-NkmJ0guyOvGRz4EAatZKZ3X008MkD1AvVlzWzFMCWzAMf_JobZ-2qOfOyAFEkR5a_PruZzPJJAcxZJqO9ZYff5-hn5Q7quq55PEmp_aMvsezurTC6TgJXiATjtU7
https://www.amazon.com/Down-Earth-723667-Organic-Fertilizer/dp/B07NWCT1BQ/ref=sr_1_7?crid=W3SNROBKGJRL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BSRiFeb7sAN-NkmJ0guyOvGRz4EAatZKZ3X008MkD1AvVlzWzFMCWzAMf_JobZ-2qOfOyAFEkR5a_PruZzPJJAcxZJqO9ZYff5-hn5Q7quq55PEmp_aMvsezurTC6TgJXiATjtU7
https://www.amazon.com/Fertilome-10611-Emulsion-Fertilizer-5-1-1/dp/B0055UI4BM/ref=sr_1_24?crid=BO5Q6ZDM4T2T&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3ZFo_TjzlTjOatuoPzal0Y3J8mYVb_fRmxu73VL9CUaCVAtXchl19QRvOYbY9ERdW6vIK27CZS06v91PXR04bRjAWvyAXsoNULBfw2lNTJD4m0HhtdyHV1kD3Ub2ul0zIi
https://www.amazon.com/Down-Earth-Feather-Natural-Fertilizer/dp/B0BRKJ7K39/ref=sr_1_6?crid=1PS44Y6W9C4C1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.lOeUvPzpmnRAYErCuO6d_K0hzdN3MTA8jZhpDG_wQR7plPUpu1VoN8ohlKnO2XQzvk6pe-VELIrJlUyLsaSI5FaSM2O7OweKYgcB9PEnwoXcJ_YR3SRqlvspAfJCi4Y5M8NmJH
https://www.amazon.com/Scotts-Super-Bloom-Water-Soluble/dp/B00GTDGWAY/ref=sr_1_5?crid=ALKBSNFZ7LHH&keywords=scotts+super+bloom+12-55-6&qid=1636494949&qsid=131-6493506-3881933&sprefix=Scott%E2%80%99s+Super+Bloom%2Caps%2C311&sr=8-5&sres=B00GTDGWAY%2CB07R3F
https://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Garden-Bloom-Booster-10-52-10/dp/B0147NF3NE/ref=sr_1_6?crid=BJE4LKOACERU&keywords=miracle-gro+bloom+booster+10-52-10&qid=1636495162&qsid=131-6493506-3881933&sprefix=miracle-gro+bl%2Caps%2C257&sr=8-6&sres=B00C4TPN7K%2CB0147N
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07Q1DC928?ref=em_1p_3_ti&ref_=pe_3730140_700752160
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07Q1DC928?ref=em_1p_3_ti&ref_=pe_3730140_700752160
https://www.amazon.com/Fertilome-11772-Blooming-Rooting-Soluble/dp/B00FGINEMC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=GQYFNRMULJSN&keywords=ferti-lome%2Bblooming%2B%26%2Brooting%2Bplant%2Bfood%2B9-58-8&qid=1636495050&qsid=131-6493506-3881933&sprefix=Ferti-lome%2BBlooming%2B%26%2B
https://www.amazon.com/Fertilome-11772-Blooming-Rooting-Soluble/dp/B00FGINEMC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=GQYFNRMULJSN&keywords=ferti-lome%2Bblooming%2B%26%2Brooting%2Bplant%2Bfood%2B9-58-8&qid=1636495050&qsid=131-6493506-3881933&sprefix=Ferti-lome%2BBlooming%2B%26%2B
https://exchange.seedsavers.org/home
https://seedsavers.org/
https://awaytogarden.com/exploring-the-exchange-seed-savers-online-heirloom-seed-swap/
https://awaytogarden.com/exploring-the-exchange-seed-savers-online-heirloom-seed-swap/


2025 Tucson Area Iris Society Show
Saturday, April 19 at Trinity Presbyterian Church

400 E. University Blvd.
Free and open to the public 1-4 p.m.

Potted iris plants for sale
Entrance on the east side of the church


